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Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 8:00am - 4:30pm

Upcoming Holiday Closures
April 15, May 30

City Council Meetings
Generally first Monday of each month at 6:00pm 

Record public comment at 218-0135
Provide live public comment at 366-3600 PIN 320

Park & Cemetery Hours
Dawn - 9:00pm
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Lori A. West, Mayor
mayor@galesburgcity.org

Linda Marble, Vice Mayor
lmarble@galesburgcity.org

Beckie Harmon
bharmon@galesburgcity.org

Dale Harmon
dharmon@galesburgcity.org

Judy Lemon
269.665.9231

Carol Wortinger
269.665.7781

Sarah Joshi, City Manager
citymgr@galesburgcity.org

Kirk Briggs, Building Official
kbriggs@safebuilt.com
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Bryan Free, DPW Tech
269.665.7000

Anna Goodsell, Clerk
clerk@galesburgcity.org

John Megdan, Assessor
assessor@galesburgcity.org

Josh Ranes, DPW Supervisor
jranes@galesburgcity.org

Help better your 
community
Several City boards and commissions 
are in need of new members to help 
Galesburg and its residents thrive.
 Effective board members work 
within their respective teams in a 
spirit of exchange and compromise. 
They work to understand diverse 
perspectives while focusing on 
mutual interests and shared goals.
 Applications are available online 
and at City Hall. 

Board of Review
Hear appeals from individual 
taxpayers and make adjustments in 
the tax rolls when necessary.

Downtown Development Authority
Focus on the business district’s 
economic and physical revitalization.

Fire Board
Provide oversight to the department 
to ensure continuous improvement 
and public safety best practices.

Parks & Recreation Commission
Help improve recreational 
opportunities, spaces, and public art.

Planning Commission
Lead local planning and development 
efforts. Prepares the master plan.

Zoning Board of Appeals
Hear appeals on matters relating to 
the zoning ordinance.

Gerald Harris, DPW Tech
269.665.7000

HRI offers bill
paying assistance
Housing Resources, Inc. offers 
services to Kalamazoo County renters 
and homeowners facing short-term 
and long-term crises. 
 HRI works with other agencies 
to provide financial management, 
employment referrals, transportation, 
housing placement assistance, and 
rent subsidies. 
 To learn more, contact Housing 
Resources, Inc. at 269-382-0287.

Community News
March 2022

Ann Howard, Treasurer
treasurer@galesburgcity.org

Stay informed with 
Council videos!
Learn about City happenings quickly 
and easily by watching City Council’s 
short weekly Facebook videos. Follow 
the City of Galesburg on Facebook 
for these and other important notices 
such as weather alerts, ordinance 
reminders, and breaking news. It’s an 
easy way to stay up-to-date.

Water rates set to increase
Together with experts from the Michigan Rural Water 
Association, City officials have determined that an 
increase in water rates is due. New rates are expected 
to take effect with next quarter’s billing. Galesburg 
water rates have held steady since 2017.



Of the list of 13 Ways to Kill Your Community, none is more 
powerful than this: Don’t take responsibility.
 The Responsibility Avoidance Technique is effective 
because it’s easy to implement and is highly contagious. 
It’s easy because it takes no effort to say, “It’s not my 
problem,” and point to someone else. The mere act of 
speaking and pointing will be replicated by each next 
participant like a game of hot potato. Each player gets 
to say, “I did my part,” without ever really doing anything 
except toss.
 You can witness this phenomenon in coffee shop 
banter as people discuss all the people and decisions that 
caused a problem, but they never contribute a solution. 
They don’t really want the problem solved. That would 
leave nothing to complain about and what would be the 
fun in that? Passing on responsibility to others is an 
exciting and powerful way to kill your community.
 Positive-thinking people see a problem and turn it into 
an opportunity. They accept responsibility for shaping 
outcomes. Negative-thinking people trace every silver 
lining to its dark cloud. Their anger destroys them.
 Although blaming others makes many people feel better 
for a while, they give up the power they have to make 
change. As time wears on, blaming becomes part of their 
character, they feel the guilt of weakness, and compensate 
by becoming angry in order to seem powerful. The angrier 

Have zoning, 
permitting, or ordinance 
enforcement questions?
The City contracts with SAFEbuilt for 
zoning administration, permitting, 
inspection, and ordinance enforcement 
services. Residents can inquire about 
zoning requirements and building 
permits by calling SAFEbuilt directly 
at 269-729-9244. This service 
replaces those previously provided by 
Associated Government Services.
 Residents should continue to report 
ordinance violation concerns directly 
to City Hall.

they are, the more powerless they 
become, and the more powerless they 
become, the more justifiable their anger gets. It’s a vicious 
and sad death spiral.
 Refusal to accept responsibility is the right attitude if 
you want to kill your community. When your job is merely 
to cast blame and be angry, you can wash your hands 
of the situation and focus on the next problem you can 
bring back to the coffee shop—especially if it’s irrational, 
unaffordable, and undeliverable.
 The most effective way to create failure is to find 
someone else to blame for what is wrong in your 
community. You don’t even have to find someone remotely 
associated with the problem because the reality is that the 
responsibility to fix your community starts and ends with 
you. But if you want to kill your community, blame others, 
and you can feel guilt-free as you watch your community 
take its last breath.

From 13 Ways to Kill Your Community

Don’t take responsibility
This article is one in of a series outlining ways that communities damage their ability to thrive, 
according to author Doug Griffiths. It is presented here to help residents identify ways to revitalize the 
community. Griffiths’ book, 13 Ways to Kill Your Community, is available at www.13ways.ca and at the 
Galesburg-Charleston Memorial Library.

Future issues will examine more of the 13 common mistakes that small 
towns make to negatively impact their viability. In the meantime, these are 
the common threats:

Forget the water l Don’t attract new business l Don’t engage youth l 
Deceive yourself l Shop elsewhere l Don’t paint l Don’t cooperate l Live 
in the past l Shut out seniors l Reject everything new l Ignore outsiders 

l Grow complacent l Don’t take responsibility

Spring bulk trash dropoff
Tires, asbestos, concrete, other hazardous materials and 

construction supplies will not be accepted.
l

Leave yard waste in the compost area.
l

Available to Galesburg City residents only.
l

Questions? Call City Hall at 665-7000.

Saturday, May 14  l  9 am - 2 pm  l  130 Division Street

May 3 election: What’s on the ballot?
The only question on Galesburg’s ballot at the May 3 election is the Kalamazoo 
County law enforcement and safety millage renewal question. Every six years, 
County voters are asked to renew 1.4380 mils to help fund operations of the 
prosecuring attorney, sheriff’s department, circuit court, district court, animal 
services, and jail. If passed this year, the millage will be in effect through 2027.   
 Request an absentee ballot at City Hall. Such requests must be signed by 
the voter. If voting in person, do so at City Hall between 7:00 am and 8:00 pm 
on Tuesday, May 3. 


